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PRESIDENT MURMU HAILS ACHIEVEMENTS
OF DIVYANG COMMUNITY

COUNTRIES THAT OBSTRUCT FLOW OF 
TALENT WILL BE ‘NET LOSERS’: JAISHANKAR

STATOISTICS A slice of life in numbers

One place where AI has  
already overtaken humans

Since Nov 2024, the share of AI-generated articles online has 
surpassed that created by humans. This share expanded 

exponentially after the introduction of Chat GPT in Nov 2022.  
At that time AI contributed only 8% of online content 

Share of AI- and human-generated content on web

Source : Graphite.io

100

75

50

25

0
Nov 2020 Jan 2023          Jan 2024              May 2025

51.7

2.2
16

45.4

84
54.6

48.3

97.8

New Delhi: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Wednesday
stood by his statement that Pt
Jawahar Lal Nehru had want-
ed to rebuild the Babri
Mosque with public money,
with his office issuing docu-
mentary evidence to support
his claim, which was rebutted
by Congress and other oppo-
sition parties.

Singh had made the claim
while addressing a gathering
at Sadhli village in Gujarat’s
Vadodara district on Tuesday.
Responding to it, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said the claim was aimed at di-
verting attention from real is-
sues that need to be discussed.

“Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
was truly secular... When Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru spoke
about spending govt funds on
Babri Masjid, Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel opposed it. At
that time, he did not allow the
Babri Masjid to be built with
government money. Nehru ji
raised the question of  recon-
struction of  the Somnath Tem-
ple... Sardar clarified that the
Somnath Temple case was dif-
ferent; the public had donated
Rs. 30 lakh there, a trust had
been formed, and not even a
single penny of  government
money was used. The Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya has not
been funded by government
money. The entire cost has
been borne by the people of
this country,” Singh said.

The defence minister
drew the information from
Inside Story of  Sardar Patel
(The diary of  Maniben Patel
1936-50), a book authored by

Prabha Chopra. 
Published in 2011 when

Congress was in power, Neh-
ru Memorial Library has a
copy of  the book. 

It is based on the diary of
Maniben Patel, the daughter
of  Sardar Patel. The senior
BJP leader's office shared ex-
cerpts of  the book to "vali-
date" his claim.

The Congress, however,
termed the defence minis-
ter’s claim as a “lie” and
“WhatsApp university story”
and said Singh should not
tread Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's path.

"These are all distrac-
tions. There are many other
real issues that need to be dis-
cussed. They create a new dis-
traction every day so that we
are unable to discuss the real
issues of  the people,” Vadra
told reporters.

Asked about the issue at a
press conference, Congress'
media and publicity depart-
ment head Pawan Khera said, 

“We would like to tell the
defence minister -- 'aap toh
aise na the' (you weren't like
this). We can understand oth-
ers, the PM is very learned,
we can understand him mak-
ing such statements...show us
evidence.”

Congress' whip in Lok
Sabha Manickam Tagore said
it is very surprising to see
Rajnath Singh “running
these kinds of  fake news fac-
tories and WhatsApp univer-
sity stories”. 

Rajnath stands by claim
on Nehru’s Babri plan
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Cong Terms
It ‘WhatsApp
Univ Story’

Defence minister Rajnath Singh
on the Parliament premises in
New Delhi on Wednesday
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New Delhi: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin will be-
gin his first visit to India in fo-
ur years with a private din-
ner that PM Narendra Modi
will host for him on Thursday
evening, shortly after his ar-
rival. The leaders will dis-
cuss ways to shore up the spe-
cial and privileged strategic
partnership with a focus on
economic ties, while also ex-
changing views on global and
regional issues.

The PM is expected to rei-
terate India’s position see-
king an early end to the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war and return
to dialogue and diplomacy.
Putin, who will be on a state
visit to India, had hosted Mo-
di for a similar private dinner
when the latter visited Russia
last year for the annual sum-
mit.

Putin’s main engage-
ments are on Friday, starting
with a visit to Rajghat in the
morning that will be followed
by a ceremonial welcome at
Rashtrapati Bhawan. The le-

aders will then meet at Hyde-
rabad House for the main
summit. After a working
lunch with Modi, Putin will
participate in the India-Rus-
sia Business Forum. He will
then head to the Rashtrapati
Bhawan where President
Droupadi Murmu will host a
banquet for him.

Ahead of  Putin’s arrival,
his aide Yury Ushakov said
that a Joint Statement is ex-
pected to be adopted and a
number of  bilateral docu-
ments will be signed in a wide
range of  areas, including the
Program for the Develop-
ment of  Strategic Areas of

Russian-Indian Economic
Cooperation until 2030.

Modi had his last bilateral
meeting with Putin on the
margins of  the SCO summit
this year in Tianjin. The lea-
ders have also spoken on pho-
ne five times this year.

“This visit is of  high im-
portance and provides an op-
portunity to discuss the ex-
tensive agenda of  Russian-In-
dian relations comprehensi-
vely. In addition to the main
talks with Narendra Modi,
the programme includes a vi-
sit to the Russia-India Busi-
ness Forum and participa-
tion in the launch ceremony

of  the RT TV channel in In-
dia,” said Ushakov.

“It is planned that key
aspects of  trade and econo-
mic cooperation will be dis-
cussed in detail during the
summit. In 2024, the bilateral
trade turnover increased by
12%, up to $63.6 billion. We ha-
ve many large-scale promi-
sing projects in various are-
as, including industrial coo-
peration, innovative techno-
logies, transport, peaceful
space exploration, mining,
healthcare and labour migra-
tion programmes,” he added.

Ushakov also said that
both sides are strengthening
cooperation in the spheres of
politics and security, econo-
my and finance, transport
and logistics, science and
technology, education and
culture. “The leaders are also
expected to exchange views
on topical international issu-
es, including cooperation in
the UN, the SCO, the G20 and
BRICS, taking into account
India's chairmanship in the
association in 2026,” he ad-
ded.

Putin to begin India visit with
private dinner hosted by Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Russian President Vladimir Putin
during his visit to Moscow in July 2024
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Lucknow: She reached for the golgappa the way countless people
do. Opened her mouth wide, but it stayed open — her jaw snapped
out of place. One bite at a roadside stall outside the district hospital
in UP’s Auraiya sent a 42-year-old woman to chaos on Saturday.
Family members at first thought she was exaggerating the struggle
to shut her mouth. That evaporated as her eyes welled with pain
and she waved desperately for help. Realising something was
wrong, they rushed her to the hospital. 
Doctors tried manually resetting the dislocated jaw but couldn’t.
After stabilising her, they transferred her to Ahilyabai Holkar
Medical College. There, a team worked for nearly an hour before
finally easing the jaw back into place. TNN

Golgappa that wouldn’t let go: Locks UP woman’s jaw

New Delhi: India’s green
economy could attract $4.1
trillion (Rs 360 lakh crore) in
cumulative investments and
create 48 million (4.8 crore)
‘full-time equivalent’ (FTE)
jobs by 2047, an independent
study released by the Council
on Energy, Environment and
Water (CEEW) said.

The analysis also projects
that India could unlock a $1.1
trillion (Rs 97.7 lakh crore)
annual green market by 2047.

“This first-of-its-kind na-
tional assessment identifies
36 green value chains across
energy transition, circular
economy, bio-economy and
nature-based solutions that
together represent a defining

green economic opportunity
for India’s journey towards
‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed In-
dia),” said the study released
last week.

The CEEW on the occa-
sion also launched Green
Economy Council (GEC), a
group chaired by former G20
sherpa and former Niti
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant to
help India recognise and re-

alise emerging green eco-
nomic opportunities. Other
members of  the GEC include
Prof  Ashok Jhunjhunwala
of  IIT- Madras; Srivardhini
K Jha of  NSRCEL, IIM-Ban-
galore; and Arunabha
Ghosh, CEO, CEEW.

“Pursuing a green econo-

my will not just create jobs
and economic prosperity, it
will also help us secure the
fuels and resources of  the fu-
ture, making us ‘Atmanirb-
har’,” said Abhishek Jain, di-
rector, green economy and
impact innovations, CEEW.

The analysis of  the study
showed energy transition
alone could attract nearly
$3.8 trillion in investments
across renewables, storage,
distributed energy and clean
mobility manufacturing.

It underlined electric mo-
bility would be the single-
largest employer within the
green economy, driving over
57% of  all energy-transition
jobs whereas bio-economy
and nature-based solutions
could create 23 million jobs.

Green eco can draw in $4trn,
create 48m jobs by ’47: Study
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New Delhi: From Feb, all pan
masala packages, irrespective
of  size or weight, will need to
display the Retail Sale Price
(RSP) and other mandatory
declarations. This is being done
for seamless enforcement of
GST norms and ensure proper
tax assessment and revenue
collection across all packet siz-
es, including the smallest units.

The consumer affairs de-
partment made this mandatory
by amending the Legal Metrol-
ogy (Packaged Commodities)
Rules, 2011, and issued a notifi-
cation on Tuesday for its imple-
mentation. “From Feb 1, 2026,
all manufacturers, packers and
importers of  pan masala must
ensure full compliance,” said
an official. TNN

From Feb, all pan
masala packages

to have mandatory
declarations

Patna: The central govt’s move to rename the Pri-
me Minister's Office (PMO) and Raj Bhavans of  va-
rious states and Union territories drew sharp reac-
tions from the RJD, which said on Wednesday that
“changing the names won't change the fate of  the
masses”.

Bhai Birendra launched fierce attacks on the
NDA, asking if  these cosmetic changes would
change the fate of  the poor. “Changing names will
not change the face of  the nation,” the RJD leader
said, adding India would only progress when
unemployment is addressed, factories are set up,

and inflation and crime ta-
med. "Instead, PMOs and
Raj Bhavan are being re-
named. What purpose will

they serve,” he asked.
Questioning the Centre's decision, another

RJD legislator, Ranvijay Sahu, said it was strange
the govt found development in changing the names
of  places. "What change will come from changing
names?" he asked, and slammed the govt over allo-
wing the demolition drive across the state, which
has seen protests from various places. Expressing
concern over the plight of  the poor left homeless
due to the demolition drive, Sahu asked CM Nitish
Kumar to first ensure proper arrangements for
them before proceeding with the drives. 

Changing names
won’t change the

face of nation: RJD
Manoj.Chaurasia@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A Calcutta high
court division bench on
Wednesday decided against
scrapping the recruitment of
32,000 teachers for state-run
primary schools, setting aside
an order of  HC judge-turned-
BJP MP Abhijit Ganguly.

Justice Ganguly had in
2023 cancelled the appoint-
ments, which were based on
2014 Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET), on the grounds that the
jobs were “actually sold”. A
higher bench granted a stay
on the order.

The bench of  justices Ta-
pabrata Chakraborty and
Reetobroto Mitra, acting on
an appeal by the state govt
against the single-judge
bench’s order, ruled on
Wednesday, “The allegation
of  fraud and corruption per-
taining to the entire recruit-
ment process is not sustaina-
ble and the appointment of
the 32,000 teachers cannot be

interfered with.”
The bench said it was set-

ting aside Justice Ganguly’s
order because the “conclu-
sion arrived at by the investi-
gating authority (CBI) would
not reveal that the appointed
candidates were involved in
any corrupt practices”.

Cautioning courts against
“innovating at pleasure”, the
bench observed, “Neither can
they don the helmet of  a
‘knight-errant’ roaming at
will in pursuit of  his own ide-
al of  beauty or of  goodness.”

Referring to Justice Gan-
guly’s statement that “stink-
ing rats are being smelt” in
the recruitment process, the
bench said, “There must have
been a possibility of  systemic
malice, assessment of  data
doesn’t point to the same.”

The division bench noted
the investigation by the CBI
only found irregularities in
the recruitment of  360 candi-
dates. Of  them, 264 candidates
were given grace marks and
identified. Additionally, 96
candidates did not secure
qualifying marks but were
still appointed. Their services
were terminated but they are
still teaching following a Su-
preme Court order.

The HC division bench in-
dicted the single-judge bench
for arriving at conclusions
that no aptitude test had been
conducted, an outside agency
had been contracted to carry
out the process and officials at
West Bengal Primary Educa-
tion Board had sold jobs.

Cal HC reinstates 32k primary
teachers axed by lower bench

Primary teachers rejoice after
the Calcutta high court verdict

Subhojyoti Kanjilal
Subrata Chattoraj TNN

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Wednesday came up with a unique
solution to allow an advocate to pay
for the maintenance of  his son
from his first marriage after the
man expressed his inability to do
so, citing his second marriage and
limited income.

The court directed that the ad-
vocate be assigned two or three
cases a month by Supreme Court
Legal Services Committee —
which provides free legal assist-
ance to poor litigants — an assign-
ment that would help him earn an
extra Rs 10,000 every month.

The Muslim advocate had di-
vorced his first wife with whom he
had a son and married another
woman with whom he had another
child. The first wife moved SC,
challenging the mode of  execution
of  triple talaq and claimed mainte-
nance for her child.

Appearing for the divorced
woman, senior advocate Rizwan
Ahmed told a bench led by Chief
Justice Surya Kant that she is not
contesting his second marriage,

though the annulment of  the first
was illegal under Sharia law. “She
is an educated woman. For the past
36 months, he has not paid a penny
towards the maintenance of  his
son,” Ahmed said.

When the bench asked the man
to pay a monthly maintenance of
Rs 10,000 in the interim for his son,
the man, through senior advocate
M R Shamshad, said he was work-
ing as a junior in a lawyer’s cham-
ber and gets just Rs 21,000 a month.

“He has a wife and child. Pay-
ing Rs 10,000 towards mainte-
nance of  his son from the
first marriage would ruin
his household,” Sham-
shad said.

Kant then asked Sham-
shad to send the advocate to
Supreme Court Legal Ser-
vices Committee.

Ahmed requested the SC to
consider directing the man to pay
a lump-sum amount for the 36
months he had paid nothing to-
wards the maintenance of  his
son. The bench asked the advo-
cate to consider the same and
posted the matter for further
hearing on Jan 21.

SC paves way for advocate to pay for son from 1st marriage
Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesofindia.com
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New Delhi: Noting that inherent
patriarchal discrimination is still
the order of  the day, Supreme Court
has said gifts given by parents not
only to their daughter but to the bri-
degroom at the time of  marriage
have to be returned to her if  the

marriage ended in divorce.
Applying a provision of

the Muslim Women (Pro-
tection of  Rights on Di-
vorce) Act, 1986, a bench of
Justices Sanjay Karol and
N K Singh quashed a Cal-
cutta high court order,

which had allowed a man to retain
the gifts given by his father-in-law.

“The Constitution of  India pre-
scribes an aspiration for all, i.e.
equality which is, obviously, yet to
be achieved. Courts, in doing their
bit to this end, must ground their
reasoning in social justice adjudi-
cation. To put it in context, the

scope and object of  the 1986 Act is
concerned with securing the digni-
ty and financial protection of  Mus-
lim women post her divorce, which
aligns with the rights of  women un-
der Article 21 of  the Constitution,”
the bench said.

“The construction of  this Act,
therefore, must keep at the fore-
front equality, dignity and autono-
my and must be done in the light of
lived experiences of  women where,
particularly in smaller towns and
rural areas, inherent patriarchal
discrimination is still the order of
the day,” it said.

It added Section 3 of  the Act
grants right to a woman over all
properties given to her before or at
the time of  marriage or after her
marriage by her relatives or
friends, or husband or his relatives
or friends. “The section quoted
above deals with mehr/dower and/
or other properties given to a wom-
an at the time of  her marriage...,”
the bench said.

Wedding gifts to be handed over
to Muslim woman on divorce: SC

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

RENAMING
RAJ BHAVAN

PD: 04-12-2025 Z: BiharMain E: 1 U: suparna.ghoshsen T: 12-03-2025 23:18
<bha>AytecrwSe6wdAbrdgkTW4VTcI4jxSRd7Pn99F4vpVFcbmTLzkKSXVWM6r2SwDPKPtM8DHYwtNxIw5OT2OtT08bYQbzYRuYfTXgEoB/HmZItOhN7z3sGlQXb78GTuJ6ESLSvz4+n3qWwVSaOfKhZoOOGAwY7IC4Bq2biB8+1RHHe977Fd/M4pb2V2dLato1BT</bha>


