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CM Nitish stresses ‘jobs to
locals’ on Buxar SEZ visit

Prashant Ranjan
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

BUXAR: The Nitish Kumar-led
NDA government has begun
implementing its plan to develop
two special economic zones
(SEZs) spanning 250 acres to
boost industry and investment in
the state. The rapid industriali-
sation and consequent genera-
tion of employment through
industries has been one of the
main agendas of the govern-
ment.

Chief minister Nitish Kumar
on Monday reached Nawanagar
in Buxar district on Monday and
inspected the rapidly developing
industrial area.

Deputy CM Samrat Chaud-
hary was also present with him
on the occasion.

The Centre in 2024 had given
its approval for development of
two SEZs at Kumarbagh (Bet-
tiah) and Nawanagar (Buxar),
putting Bihar on a new path of
industrial competitiveness, The
Kumarbagh SEZ in West Cham-
paran will cost %116 crore and
the Nawanagar SEZ will cost
%102 crore. BIADA (Bihar Indus-
trial Area Development Author-
ity) has allocated 150 acres for
the Buxar SEZ. There SEZs are
likely to generate 10,000 jobs
directly and indirectly.

On Monday, the CM inspected
Pepslco and ethanol plants, ask~

o

CM Nitish Kumar inspeets an industrial unit at SEZ Buxar, on Monday

NITISH ASKED THE
OFFICIALS TO

1)
SOLVE ALL THE
PROBLEMS ARISING
IN THE INDUSTRIAL
UNITS PROMPTLY
TO FAST TRACK
EMPLOYMENT
GENERATION

Ajay Singh informed the CM
that the Centre was only pur-
chasing ethanol for six months.
Production stopped for the
remaining six months, He urged
annual ethanol procurement be
ensured for uninterrupted oper-
ations. The CM assured he
would raise the matter before
the Centre.

Rajpur MLA Santosh Kumar
Nirala assured local villagers
that to provide maximum

Nitish asked the officials to
solve all the problems arising in
the industrial units promptly so
that the process of employment
and industrial devel-

ingt
provide employmem to maxi-
mum number of local people.

opment could be accelerated.
The ethanol company’s CMD

) 1t to local youths, he
would discuss the matter with
the CM. Kumar also inspected
the wildlife rescue centre being
developed focussing on treating
and protecting local wildlife,
especially endangered black-
bucks. He also inspected and

HTPHOTO

conducted an aerial survey of the
under construction bridge over
the Ganges.

Recently, industries minister
Dilip Jaiswal had said the gov-
ernment was extremely serious
and committed to the SEZ
project. He had said the two
SEZs would be equipped with
world-class technology and facil-
ities.

The SEZs are expected to
cater to various industries,
including manufacturing, IT and
ITeS, pharmaceuticals, and agro-
processing. These sectors hold
immense potential for growth
and job creation, particularly in
states like Bihar, which are
poised to capitalise on their
demographic dividend.

Govt mulls BISF | the promise of

taste and purity

along the lines
of CISF for Bihar

Avinash Kumar
avinash kumar@htlive.com

PATNA: The Bihar governmentis
planning tosetup a Bihar Indus-
trial Security Force (BISF) on the
pattern of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) to provide
asecure environment for inves-
tors and industrial units. With
the establishment of BISF, the
government is giving a clear
message that investors should
come without fear, the state
will take care of the rest of
the responsibility, land, facilities,
security and administrative
support. Entrepreneurs will
be assured that there is a dedi-
cated foree to protect their units
and desire to set up their indus-
tries.

Industries minister Dilip Jais-
wal said a detailed proposal
would shortly be presented
before the cabinet for approval.
Under the plan, BISF will operate
as an exclusive unit focused on
safeguarding industrial estab-
lishments. Experienced person-
nel from Bihar Police would be
deployed in the force, to be
headed by an IPS officer. DSP-
rank officers and inspectors
would also be a part of the com-
‘mand structure. The force would
be responsible for securing not
only factory premises but entire
industrial clusters. The services
would be available to new inves-
tors as well as existing industrial
units, the minister added.

With several new investors
planning to establish industries
in Bihar and multiple clusters
already being developed, the
government believes a dedicated
security mechanism will boost
confidence and support smooth
operations. Entrepreneurs have
long demanded a specialised
security system for industrial
areas, as units currently depend
on private security arrange-
ments. The creation of BISF
is expected to fulfil this long-
pending requirement and
strengthen the state’s industrial
ecosystem.

The state has allocated
326,000 crore for the next phase
of industrial development. Chief
secretary Pratyaya Amrit pre-
sented a five-year roadmap
aimed at positioning Bihar
among the top-performing
states, with an investment target
of 250 lakh crore over the next
five years.

Earlier in October 2021, Bihar
Special Armed Police (BSAP)
force was given the responsibil-
ity of working on the lines
of CISF. It was given the respon-
sibility to handle security at
the world heritage Mahabodhi
temple at Bodh Gaya and Dar-
bhanga airport under the provi-
sions of the Bihar Special Armed
Police Act 2021 Currently,
the BSAP unit also handle the
security of industrial areas, big
institutions, and Patna Metro
project.

Demand grows for CM’s
son Nishantto j JOII] J])(U)

HT Correspondent
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Political circlesin Bihar
are once again abuzz with specu-
lations of a possible entry of CM
Nitish Kumar’s son Nishant
Kumar into politics, after posters
featuring the CM and his son
surfaced outside the JD(U) office.

The posters read, “Nitish ka
sevak... Nishant ki mang... Ab
party ki command sambhalen
Nishant bhai. (Nitish’s followers
demand Nishant... Now Nishant
bhai should take charge of the
party).” These posters, congratu-
lating Nitish Kumar on being
sworn in as CM for a historic
10th time, claim that Nishant is
the future leader of the JD(U).

The speculations gained
ground after JD(U) national
working president Sanjay
Kumar Jha while speaking to
media recently said party work-
ers, supporters, and well-wish-
ers wanted Nishant to join the
party and contribute to its work.
However, he emphasised that
the decision ultimately lied with
Nishant Kumar himself.

“We all want the same, but
now it is up to him to decide
when he will join,” Jha said.

Earlier, Nishant Kumar had
commented on the NDA-JD(U)'s
emphatic victory, saying it was
the blessing of the people of
Bihar. He said the public had
once again placed their trust in
his father Nitish Kumar and the
NDA government.

Aposlerdenmmhng Nishant Kumar’s entry into politics putup

outside JD(U) office in Patna, Monday

Nishant said, “My father ful-
filled his earlier promises, and
this time too he will fulfil the
promise of creating one crore
jobs and job opportunities.”

‘With Jha's latest remarks,
political observers believe Nish-
ant’s entry in politics may now
be only a matter of time.

The sudden appearance has
triggered discussions among
party workers and the public
about whether Nishant is pre-
paring to step into active politics.
‘Within the JD(U), questions are
being raised about whether Nit-
ish is now considering introduc-
ing his son to politics and
whether this could marka major
shift for the party’s future. Politi-
cal observers say Nishant’s entry
could reshape not only the inter-
nal dynamics of the JD(U) but
also the broader political land-
scape of Bihar.

Although there is still no clar-

SANTOSH KUMAR/HT

ity on whether or when Nishant
will join politics, many believe
that, if he follows in his father’s
footsteps and works for the peo-
ple, he may carve out his own
space in Bihar's political arena.

The CM had reportedly not
been in favour of the idea earlier,
butnow seems to be more open
to it as part of the JD(U)’s
broader succession plan.

JID(U) spokesperson Neeraj
Kumar echoed similar senti-
ments as the party's national
working president. “Nishant
Kumar has made five-six politi-
cal statements in last one year. It
shows his political maturity and
sets him apart from the loud
breed of some young generation
leaders. He is ready to join poli-
tics. He is the future of the JD(U)
because of his ability to take
everyone along. He has been
very graceful in his conduct,”
said Neeraj Kumar, JD(U) MLC.

Fake drugs of branded firms seized

Avinash Kumar

were installed outside the shops.

avinash kumar@htlive com

PATNA: A joint team of Auranga-
bad police and Brand Protection
Services Private Limited raided
the basement of a market in
Town police station area in
Aurangabad district and recov-
ered a huge quantity of counter-
feit products of various
renowned brands. Following the
raids, shutters of many shops
were downed and CCTV cameras

RJD LEADER
SHOT DEAD IN
MUZAFFARPUR

Sandeep Bhaskar
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

BETTIAH : A Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) leader, who also worked
as a contractor, was gunned
down by bike-borne assailants in
Muzaffarpur districton Monday,
police said.

Shivendra Singh, Station
House Officer (SHO) of Rampur-
hari police station, said the inci-
dent took place at Dharmpur
Chowk. RID's Muzaffarpur dis-
trict president Ramesh Gupta
identified the deceased as 35-yr-
old Mantu Sah, the youth presi-
dent of Dharmpur panchayat
under Meenapur bloc

Police said the motive behind
the killing is yet to be ascer-
tained. “CCTV footage is being
examined,” a police officer said.

An angry mob blocked the
road at Dharmpur Chowk for
nearly four hours in protest.

Nearly 14 months on, purchase preference
policy remains a non-starter, without panel

Subhash Pathak

subhash. pathak@htlive.com

PATNA: Local industries, partic-
ularly micro and small busi-
nesses, had broken into rare
applause in last year,

says the committee must meet at
least once every three months.
“Zero meetings in fourteen
months,” a senior Bihar Indus-
tries Association (BIA) function-
ary said on anonymity. “Without
there is no moni-

when the Nitish Kumar-led cabi-
net approved the long-awaited
Bihar Procurement Preference
Policy 2024. Fourteen months
later, they are realising nothing
has changed despite government
assurances to encourage pro-
curement from local industries.

Portrayed as a game changer
for local industries, the policy
envisages that contractors
engaged for work of the Centre
and the state government agen-
cies would procure at least 25%
equipment or material from
local industries and other prefer-
ences to supportlocal entrepre-
neurs. However, the state gov-
ernment has not yet set up the
state purchase preference stand-
ing committee, the basic step

toring, no grievance redressal
and most importantly, no one to
call out departments that quietly
ignore the policy,” he added.

A former BIA president said
tenders were being floated in a
manner to not only debar local
industries from bidding, but also
to allow the contractors supply
the materials procured outside
the state. The new policy, issued
by the finance department (mak-
ing it binding on every single
department, PSU and agency).
stipulates up to 50% relaxation
in turnover and prior experience
for local units vis-a-vis outsider
agencies. Contractors have been
mandated to do local sourcing
wherever capacity exists

A couple of weeks agoa dele-

towards implementation. gation of BLA met the develop-

The policy envisaged setting  ment ioner to plead for
up of the standing commif ‘realistic i of the
headed by the chiefsecretaryto  purchase policy’,

monitor its implementation.
Clause 21 of the policy clearly

ments.

“Tenders worth hundreds of
crores for furniture, electrical
items, hospital supplies, uni-
forms continue to be awarded to
suppliers from Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Delhi even when local
units are ready with the same
specifications,” reads a letter
sent to the CM by BIA president
Ram Lall Khetan.

Another BIA functionary
claimed the departments were
adopting tricks to insert unnec-
essary certification demands
that act as entry barriers for
Bihar units. “For example, a ten-
der for PVC pipes will suddenly
ask for ISO 900 certification of
the bidder instead of just BIS
‘marking on the pipe,” he said.

A senior officer of the indus-
tries department said over 85%
of government procurement
now happened through the Gov-
ernment e-Marketplace. “The
2024 policy is completely silent
on how local preference will be
extended on GeM. As a result, a
micro-unitin Muzaffarpur mak-
ing slee] almirahs finds itself

tly with a 3500~

especially when the government
has been striving to woo invest-

crore company from Pune on
pure LI basis. The policy might

as well have been written in
invisible ink when it comes to
GeM,” amanufacturer in Fatuha
industrial area said.

According to BIA, another
loophole is the Proprietary Arti-
cle Certificate (PAC). Depart-
ments have simply stopped men-
tioning brands in tender docu-
ment (which would have invited
local preference scruliny) but
quietly attach a PAC saying “only
XYZbrandis acceplﬂble because
itis propriet:

In a letter to me CM, BIA has
asked for immediate constitu-
tion and notification of the
Standing Committee, publica-
tion of a list of items where “suf-
ficient local capacity exists” so
that Clause 7(2) (local-only bid-
ding) can be invoked by the
industries department. Addi-
tionally, the turnover and experi-
ence criteria should either be
scrapped for local units or
relaxed to 1/10th of tender value.
There shall be explicit rules for
extending preference on GeM

rtal and the tender documents
shall ask for only product-re-
lated standards (BIS, NABL on
raw material, ete.) and not the
company certifications.

Police
terfeit products of Eris Oaknet
HealthCare private limited and
Alliance Pharmaceuticals Lim-
ited. The police also seized coun-
terfeit medicines and cosmetic
products of Torrent Pharma and
companies including Himalaya,
Ahaglow Moisture, Excela Mois-
ture etc. During the raid one
Mohd Shafig was detained for
interrogation. Police recovered
wrappers, empty bottles and

caps. It was also revealed that
this racket was being operated
by one Amit Yadav, who hired a
shopin the market of Shafiq.

“An FIR has been registered
against named and unknown
people on the basis of the state-
mentof Mazaz Ahmad, field offi-
cer of Brand Protection Services
private limited under section of
318(4) of BNS and 63/65 copy-
right Act 1957," said police offi-
cer Umesh Kumar of Town
police station.
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Work with more vigour,
PM to NDA Bihar MPs

HT Correspondent & PTI
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA/NEW DELHE: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Monday
met NDA MPs from Bihar and
asked them to work with more
vigour for the welfare of the peo-
ple after the ruling alliance’s
resounding victory in the recent
assembly elections.

He said “with great victory
comes great responsibility”.

The PM interacted with each
alliance partner and stressed the
significance of the NDA's victory
in Bihar, said the leaders who
attended the meeting. In the 243~
member Bihar assembly, the
NDA secured 202 seats, paving
the way for JD(U) supremo Nit-
ish Kumar return as CM for the
10th time.

Among the alliance partners,
the BJP won 89 seats, JD(U) 85,
LJP (Ram Vilas) 19, Hindustani
Awam Morcha (Secular) 5, while
four seats went to the Rashtriya
LokMorcha.

THE PM TOLD THE
LEADERS, WITH
/ICTORY
COMES GREAT
RESPONSIBILITY

“The Bihar elections were
held under the leadership of the
PM and the people of Bihar gave
a massive majority to NDA. We,
as NDA MPs, are grateful to
them; therefore, we have
thanked them,” said RLSP MP
Upendra Kushwaha.

LJP(RV) MP Shambhavi
Choudhary said the PM con-
veyed the message to the NDA
MPs when they called on him
here to congratulate him for the
NDA's massive victory. “We con-
gratulated and thanked the PM
for his leadership and campaign
support in Bihar, which gave
strong momentum to our elec-
tion. The PM reminded us that
with great victory comes great
responsibility” she said.
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Ref No.

V/PT/BG/Comml./TP-FY-25-26/02
PUBLIC N
REQUEST FOR OBJEC
1. Bihar Grid Company Limited (BGCL), a transmission licensee operating in the State of Bihar, hereby
gives notice to all the stakeholders and general public that it has filed a Petition for approval of
Hon'ble BERC on True-up of FY 2024-25, Annual Performance Revtew (APR)for FY 2025-26 and

ICE
NS /| SUGGESTIONS

Patna, Dated 09.12.2025

of Aggregate Revenue

before the Hon'ble Bihar Electricity or
Transmission Tariff and SLDC charges Regulations notified by the Comm\sslon The Petition has
been admitted by the Hon'ble Commission as Case No. 54/2025

2. Summary of the aforesaid Tariff Petition filed by BGCL is as shown below:

1t (AR

Charges for FY 2026-27,

g

Summary of Tariff Petition

Multi Year

(In Rs. Crore)

FY 2024-25 (True up) FY 2025-26 (APR) FY 2026-27 (ARR)
sl Particulars Approvedin| Now Claimed | Approvedin| Revised | Approved |Projectedin
No. Tariff Order | in Truing-up of | Tariff Order | Estimates |in Tariff Order| MYTARR
dated FY 2024-25 dated | for APR for dated FY 2026-27
01.03.2024 28.03.2025 | FY2025-26 | 28.03.2025
1 | Capital Expenditure - 81.70 46.14 570 - -
2 |Capitalisati - 129.32 14044 97.36 - 137.69
3 | Employee Expenses 17.36 14.55 21.29 2243 2245 24.02
[ 4 [R&M Expense 25.49 22.42 32.92 34.80 34.50 35.90
5 A&G Expense 6.59 14.77 10.88 10.81 11.60 11.82
6 17209 | 154.03 15693 | 15981 | 16061 | 165.83 |
7 Inleresl and finance charges 197.18 163.44 158.32 157.16 148.20 150.65
on Loan Capital
8 | Return on Equity 128.02 114.83 12552 131.62 12815 136.02
9 |Interest on Warking Capital 7.03 6.70 5.02 5.13 501 5.20
| 10 | Incentive for TAF g 5.04 3
11 | Less: Sharing of Losses/(Gains) = (4.92) = 5 = =
12 | Less: Non- Tariff Income 35.97 19.08 36.04 19.08 36.04 19.08
13 |Less: Income from other Business 0.08 005 0.08 0.05 0.08
(OPGW Cable)
14 | Gross ARR (Sub total 517.82 471.72 474.78 502.64 47443 510.31
(3to 11)-12-13- 14
15 | Add: True up Revenue Gap/ (Surplus )| (109.14) (109.14) (150.67) *(55.23)
of earlier year with carrying cost
16 | Net Annual Revenue Requirement 408.68 362.58 32411 455.07
(15+16) for the year
17 | Less: Transmission charges 408.68 - -
realized/Approved
18 | Revenue Gap/(Surplus) (17-18) (46.10) E E

#:

N

.

any, may be sent directly to the y
Vidyut Bhawan-l, Nehru Path, Patna -500021 in person or through registered post or speed post, so
as to reach in the office of the Secretary, BERC on or before 29.12.2025. Proof of aforesaid serving
must be enclosed with the filing made to the Secretary, Bihar Electricity Regulatory Commission.

The objections / suggestions shall be filed in six copies and shall carry full name and postal address of
the person concerned. If the Comments/Suggestions/ Objections is filed on behalf of any organization or
any class of consumers, it should be so mentioned.
The Hon'ble Bihar Electricity Regulatory Commission has also communicated that it will conduct public
hearing in this matter on 06.01.2026 at 11.30 A.M in its Court Room at Patna.

Place: Patna
Date: 09.12.2025

[* Rs. (46.10) Cr of Revenue surplus after true-up of FY 2024-25 plus Rs (9.14) Cr of carrying cost.

3. Copies of the Petition referred to at para - 1 above are available in the office of the Sr. GM (O&M
IComml), Bihar Grid Company Limited, 2nd Floor, Alankar Palace, Boring Road, Patna - 800001
from 28.11.2025 onwards on payment of ¥ 500/~ The Tariff Petition is also available on the website
www.bihargrid.co.in/ www.berc.co.in and can be downloaded from there.
Interested persons may Inspect and peruse the said Petition and take note thereof during office hours
free of cost. Objections /Suggestions on the aforesaid Petition together with supporting documents, if

C

har

Ground Floor,

Sr.GM
(O&M/Comml.). BGCL




